
Food Truck Industry  
in Savannah 



What is Happening Nationally in the Food Truck 
Industry 

Source: Statistic Brain Research Institute:  February 5, 2015 

Total number of food trucks 
in the U.S. 

4,130 

Average cost of food truck $85,000 

Average spending per order 
at a food truck 

$12.40 

Average revenue generated 
per food truck 

$290,556 

Annual food truck revenue $1,200,000,000 

Increase in industry revenue 
over the past five years 

12.4% 
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What’s Happening in Savannah 

Chatham County: 23 Permitted Food Trucks 
    9 Active Food Trucks 
 
First Saturdays, Special Events, College 
Campuses 
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What have we heard from the local Industry 

• City is too restrictive 
• Not enough venues for Food Trucks 
• Need designated Zoning Districts 
• Money to be made for Entrepreneurs 
• Need a Commissary Kitchen 

 

Operator Survey 
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What can the City do to grow the Industry? 

• Develop an Ordinance that enables the Food 
Truck Industry 

• Modify the Zoning Ordinance to allow Food 
Trucks in designated Zoning Districts and along 
Redevelopment Corridors 

• Host Special Events centered around the Food 
Truck Industry 

• Streamline the permitting process to make it 
easier to start a Food Truck business 

• Encourage and support a Food Truck 
Association  

• Engage the Food Truck Association to assist with 
future Policy and Ordinance modifications to 
support the Industry  
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Ordinance Proposal 

• Serve and protect the health, safety and 
welfare of the general public. 

• Establish a uniform set of rules and 
regulations which are fair and equitable. 

• Provide economic development 
opportunities for small entrepreneurs 

• Encourage a variety of food options for sale. 
• Promote stable vendors who will enrich the 

city's ambiance and be assets to the public. 
• Ensure that persons vending on private 

property have the permission of the property 
owner prior to providing goods and services 
to the community.  

• Ensure that persons vending on private 
property do not impede on public vending 
spaces. 
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Ordinance: Permit and Licensing 

Section 6-2694 

 
• “Mobile Food Service Units must obtain the following permits, licenses, and 

approval in order to legally operate” 
1. City of Savannah Business Tax Certificate 
2. Proof of All required Georgia Department of Community Health permits, and 

Chatham County Health Department inspections 
3. Approval from Zoning for Accessory Use 
4. City of Savannah Mobile Food Service Permit and Chatham County Food 

Certification 
 

• Proof of current liability insurance policy. A mobile food service unit vendor shall 
maintain a certificate showing general liability insurance with a minimum coverage 
amount of $1,000,000 per location and per occurrence liability insurance policy 

 
• Signatures from property owners and 100% of licensed food service establishment 

leases agreement, indicating consent for property use 
 



Ordinance: Operational Requirements 

Section 6-2695 
• Food Trucks must provide a minimum of 9ft of unobstructed pedestrian space measured 

from the main service window 
 
• Any and all signage must comply with the City of Savannah Zoning Code and Sign 

Ordinance 
 

• Operation of any food truck must maintain a minimum distance of 200 ft from any building 
housing an established and licensed eating establishment 

 
• Food Trucks shall not be located within 200 ft of residential dwelling measured from the 

residential property line to main serving window- must have signed consent form from all 
affected property owners 

 
• The maximum number of permitted Food Trucks per location shall be 2 per acre with a 

maximum of 4 per location 
 
• Food Trucks shall not provide temporary seating for customers 

 
• Food Truck licensees must notify the Chatham County Health Department and City of 

Savannah of their location for the following day 



Ordinance: Litter 

Section 6-2696 
 
• Each mobile food service unit must provide a receptacle for litter 

• Must be located within 30’ of the unit 
• Must be emptied regularly 
 

• The area within which a mobile food unit is operating shall be kept clean 
and litter free within a 50 mile radius  

 
• All waste shall be disposed of at the base of operations 

 



Ordinance: Enforcement and Revocation 

Section 6-2697 
 
• Citation for code violation and any other violation of the City Code shall 

be heard by the Recorders Court of Chatham County 
 

• Violation fines: 
• First violation: $500 
• Second violation within the  preceding 12 months- $750 
• Third violation within the preceding 12 months:$1,000 and 

revocation of the license 
 



Ordinance: Vending Locations 

Section 6-2698 
 
• Vending may take place at the following locations: 
 

a) On private property within Zoning District that permits such use, if 
the Mobile Food Unit is legally parked on the property and has 
received written permission from the property owner and displays 
written permission upon request 
 

b) Within the boundaries of any area designated for a Special Event 
pursuant to all permit regulations and approvals, and 
 

c) At a private residence at the direction of a resident for a private 
event that is not vending to the public and for which the Mobile 
Food Unit has the applicable licensing and follows the applicable 
regulations for a caterer. 



Proposed Zoning 
Districts 

 
 
• Commercial and Industrial 

Areas 
 
• Redevelopment Corridors 
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